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THE XBRL NETWORK OF THE

COMMITTEE OF EUROPEAN BANKING SUPERVISORS (CEBS).
CX-086a.  2008-04-14
CALL FOR COLLABORATION ON BEST PRACTICES
The CEBS XBRL Network has a significant number of members in several European countries. Since 2005 eight European Banking Supervisors XBRL Workshops, with around 70 participants at each, have taken place and the two main CEBS XBRL taxonomies, namely COREP (Basel II - Solvency) and FINREP (Financial Reporting) are now adopted in a number of countries in Europe. 

Based on several contributions and the feedback from institutions with cross border activities , we are acutely aware of the need to foster harmonization within the XBRL-based solvency and financial reporting in Europe. We also know that there is room for improvement in the XBRL projects in Europe, to increase the degree of harmonisation in XBRL reporting generally. 

The core members of the CEBS XBRL Network have created a Best Practices portal based on Wiki technology, located at www.xbrlwiki.info. We invite every project adopting CEBS taxonomies to collaborate by opening discussions, adding information or comments or by using the information contained in the Best Practises Portal as inputs into any further XBRL development projects.

To get an overview of how taxonomies have been extended or how instances have been defined in the different European countries we have prepared the questionnaire below. The conclusions will be incorporated in the Best Practices Wiki. The XBRL International Best Practices Board has recently established, with whom the CEBS XBRL Network is planning to collaborate, as well as to contribute and promote the adoption of the recommended Best Practices of XBRL International in the future. 

The CEBS XBRL Network hereby kindly asks for your collaboration in the collection, summarisation and dissemination of public information about XBRL European Banking Supervision reporting frameworks, even in the event the XBRL technology is not used in your case, or your scope is not Baking Supervision. As more answers, more complete picture.

COREP and FINREP are XBRL taxonomies that are provided as common data formats by the CEBS. In addition, some Banking Supervisors are using additional XBRL taxonomies with the Banking Industry albeit for different purposes. XBRL taxonomies are now widely adopted across Europe. Our objective is the creation of a public repository in www.corep.info and www.finrep.info of European XBRL Banking Supervisory projects, to be used by

· CEBS network members sharing experiences and fostering European XBRL reporting harmonisation. 

· Cross border Banks reporting in XBRL to several European Banking Supervisors,

· Stakeholders helping Banks and Supervisors in the use of XBRL.
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This input is a first step in the XBRL Best Practices Catalogue which is currently under development by the CEBS XBRL Network, in close cooperation with our colleagues from the recently launched XBRL Europe initiative, details about which can be found at www.xbrl.org/eu   
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